
2/9/2019 7.55 95 Theses analysis - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FUAb2jf2hfO-JP4pSsHm9U-zbkKIDrs-dUBRpxddY7s/edit 1/1

7.55 Analysis of Martin Luther’s “NinetyFive Theses” 
 

Text from 95 Theses  What does it mean? 

5. The pope has neither the will nor the power to remit any 
penalties beyond those imposed either at his own 
discretion or by canon law. 

 

6. The pope himself cannot remit guilt, but only declare 
and confirm that it has been remitted by God; or, at most, 
he can remit it in cases reserved to his discretion. Except 
for these cases, the guilt remains untouched. 

 

27. There is no divine authority for preaching that the soul 
flies out of purgatory immediately the money clinks in the 
bottom of the chest 

 

31. One who in good faith buys indulgences is as rare as a 
truly penitent man, i.e., very rare indeed. 

 
 
 

42. Christians should be taught that the pope does not at 
all intend that the purchase of indulgences should be 
understood as at all comparable with works of mercy. 
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